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Do you really want an axolotl? Here are Care and Feeding instructions. Read through carefully before you decide to adopt one. 

Water

· Tap water is fine but should be treated with a chemical to remove ammonia and chloramines. These chemicals can be found at Wal-Mart and pet stores. It usually only takes a few drops to treat a gallon of water. Just read the label carefully to make sure you buy the right chemical. Air dechlorination doesn’t work with today’s taps water!

· Well water is fine to use. If you add anything to it though, make sure you treat it with the drops mentioned above.

· Distilled water is not good at all. Don’t use it!

· “Soft water” isn’t the best; so if you have a water softener yet have a tap not on the line (usually outside taps aren’t), try to draw your water from this tap.

· Water should be changed every 2 days unless your axolotl is housed in an aquarium. 

Temperature
· The best temperature to keep axolotls is 60-75F, 70 being the best. Most of us keep our houses around 72F. If you notice them not eating as well and you suspect the temp is in the upper 70s, you might throw in a glass of ice cubes to cool things off. 

· It is important not to place your axolotl’s home in a sunny window because the water temperature will really get high, even if the room still feels cool.

Containers

· Axolotls can be kept is a variety of containers. The container should be about twice it’s body length so that it has room to grow and hold enough water that it won’t get too dirty between water changes.  

· Examples of good containers are:

· 1 gallon ice cream bucket

· large butter dish

· plastic shoe box or storage box

· fish bowl

· Make sure that the container can be managed during water changes. Use a net or hands to move the animal to a holding container, dump the old water, fill with clean, treated water (you can also treat the water in the container). Replace animal. 

· An axolotls can also be kept in an aquarium with a filter. The best kind for axolotls is a small over-the-back filter. It is important that you don’t get a super duper jet filter because these circulate the water to quickly and the axolotl’s skin will get damaged. If you have a 10-gallon tank, a filter for a 5-10 gallon tank should be enough. Box filters or corner filters will also work well. Don’t use an under-gravel filter because axolotls will eat the gravel. 

Food

· Axolotl pellets are convenient and easy to feed. The axolotl can get 5-10 pellets a day, but if it doesn’t eat that much, don’t feed it that much. Too much food just fouls the water.  

· The pellets should be kept in an airtight container so that they don’t get dried out. Axolotls don’t like hard pellets! You can cut up the pellets into smaller pieces if you think they are too large for your axolotl’s mouth.

· Axolotls also love earthworms and guppies. Don’t get any minnows from bait shops though…they often have lots of parasites. Pet stores usually have “clean” guppies. When feeding earthworms, you may need to dangle it in front of their noses. Earthworms aren’t stinky enough for axolotls to find on the bottom.
Vacations

· Axolotls can go several days without eating (more so the larger the animal) so don’t worry about weekends if you need to go away. Just leave the axolotl in clean water and in a cool place. (You can even put a lid on it’s bowl and stick it in the refrigerator for up to a week…that is, as long as your refrigerator doesn’t freeze things!)

· Keeping your axolotl cool also means that it doesn’t produce waste products because it metabolism is slowed down. This means it can go without a water change for up to a week while it lives in the refrigerator. 

· Please only do the Vacation procedure when you are actually on vacation. Cooling an animal too often can stunt its growth.

Illness

If you suspect that your axolotl is ill, keep it as cool as possible and keep it as clean as possible (daily water changes). Don’t feel bad if it gets sick, sometimes these things happen. Stress makes axolotls sick more than anything so just make sure you relieve as much stress as you can: cool temp, clean water, hiding place. Pretend you’re an aquatic salamander living in the mud and grass at the bottom of Lake Xochimilco…what would make you happy?

Feel free to email an expert at ambystoma@uky.edu if you have questions.

