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 What are Axolotls?!
These aquatic salamanders are an endangered species yet laboratory species at all stages of development are available for classroom study. Professor Randal Voss directs the University of Kentucky Ambystoma Genetic Stock Center that is funded by the NSF to supply axolotls for research and college-level education.  As an extension of this program, the Axolotl Colony has been placing materials in K-12 classrooms since 1991, everything from embryos to adult stages. The results have been overwhelming. Axolotls work wonderfully to stimulate an interest in science and work as learning aids to national and state science standards. Lessons surrounding axolotls can involve life sciences, mathematics, natural history, social studies, creative writing and literature. 

Axolotl Characteristics

· Easy to take care of in a variety of aquatic habitats

· Rapid growth in length and weight at juvenile stages 

(5cm-adult size in 6 months)

· Easy to breed in the classroom 

· Large embryos easily studied with the naked eye or low power magnifying glass. 

· Respond to environmental conditions 

(i.e. temperature effects rate of development of embryos and juveniles)

· Genetic color variants available

Axolotls as a model for Inquiry Science

Because axolotls are so unusual looking, have an interesting natural history, and are an endangered species, they naturally spark lots of questions. Many these questions can be used to promote directed inquiry in classrooms. 

The AGSC provides live materials to teachers all over the United States. Currently we assemble Embryo and Juvenile starter kits with supplies and information for housing, feeding, and safety. Also available at this time are images and posters that would be useful in the classroom (CD).

Visit the AGSC website: http://ambystoma.uky.edu/genetic-stock-center for more information or place an order. 

Or contact the staff directly (Laura and Chris Muzinic) at ambystoma@uky.edu.

