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 Axolotls /Aks oh lah' tulls/ are an endangered species of salamander from Lake Xochimilco /So she meel' ko/ near Mexico City.  The name "axolotl" is an Aztec word meaning water dog or water monstrosity.  A long time ago, these animals were food for the people of the region.


Today axolotls and other native plants and animals are struggling to survive in the only remaining part of the lake. Pollution, introduced fish, and the lack of fresh water have created an environment in which it is very difficult to survive. 


There are researchers and students from Mexico City working hard to save the lake, the axolotls and the other plants and animals that live there. They are working with people from all over the world to preserve the Xochimilco habitat. 
