When using inquiry and discovery, the teacher’s goal is not to impart information, not to cause the students to “discover” a predetermined set of facts, but rather to provide meaningful and real opportunities for students to develop and practice the skills and habits of thinking.   

                                                   Comparing

Summarizing

Observing

Classifying

Interpreting

Criticizing

Looking for assumptions

Imagining

Collecting and organizing data

Hypothesizing

Applying facts and principles to new situations

Decision making

(Thinking operations listed by Raths, Wasserman, Jonas, and Rothstein in Teaching for Thinking; theory, strategies, & activities for the classroom.)

