Axolotl Myths: Language/Social Studies Connection
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Students will write original myths explaining why axolotls have particular characteristics, such as their feathery gills, ability to regenerate body parts, or remaining in a larval stage throughout their lives.


This writing activity is a way to link the science activities with axolotls to language arts and social studies. Students will have observed, studied, and/or worked with axolotls in the science classroom. They will also have either read or heard examples of myths that explain how things in nature came to be. Depending on the language curriculum being used at the grade level, the students may have studied myths from specific cultures. They may have read or heard Kipling's "Just So" stories. At fifth grade level, study of Native American cultures will include study of their myths and legends. Fifth grade students may have specifically studied the pre-Columbian cultures of central Mexico and possibly the geography (topography, climate, and land use) of central Mexico. This activity can be used as a culmination activity to major research, or a very short-term activity following simple observations and sharing of myths, legends, or other stories. This could be a cooperative activity, written jointly by a group working with axolots. It could be an option from a list of activites from which students choose what they will do to complete a multidisciplinary project.

